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VIII. SOLOMON'S WALL 

In II Sam. 5 : 9 we are told that David built the wall of the City of 
David. In I Kings 3 : 1 we are told that Solomon built the wall of 
Jerusalem round about (cf. 9: 15). This indicates that "Jerusalem" 
is a larger idea than " City of David." Nowhere is it said that David 
inclosed Jerusalem, nor that Solomon increased the area of the City 
of David. This wall of Solomon cannot be identified with the outer 
wall of the Great Court of the Temple, since that is included in the 
building of the Temple that is also mentioned in these passages, and 
since such a wall could not be called "the wall of Jerusalem." It can- 
not have been a new wall on the east, since additional fortification in 
that direction was unnecessary, and since in the time of Hezekiah 
Jerusalem was still touched on that side by the fields of Kidron (II 
Kings 23:4). The new wall, therefore, must have inclosed the 
western hill, which was the only direction in which the city could 
expand. 

Additional evidence in favor of this view is found in the statement 
of I Kings 3:1, that Solomon brought Pharaoh's daughter into the 
City of David, until he had made an end of building his own house, 
and the house of the Lord, and the wall of Jerusalem round about. 
This implies that the City of David was the only fortified place until 
the wall of Jerusalem was built; but after it was finished, it was 
possible for his wife to leave the City of David. 

In I Kings 8:1 =11 Chron. 5:2 we are told: "Then Solomon 
assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the 
princes of the fathers' houses of the children of Israel, unto king 
Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord out of the City of David, which is Zion." Here Jerusalem is 
contrasted with the City of David. The City of David is the place 
where the Ark has been kept; it is to be brought up out of this but 
it is still to remain in Jerusalem. 
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THE CITY OF SOLOMON 



In II Kings 14:13=11 Chron. 25:23 we read that Jehoash, king 
of Israel, after his defeat of Amaziah, king of Judah, "broke down 
the wall of Jerusalem from the Gate of Ephraim into the Corner 
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Gate four hundred cubits.' ' The wall thus broken down must have 
been the northern wall, since this was most accessible to the king of 
Israel, and since this was the weakest side of the city. The name 
"Gate of Ephraim" also suggests a northern location, inasmuch as 
Ephraim lay to the north of Jerusalem. This wall cannot have been 
the wall of the Temple, since the northern gate of the Temple was 
known as the Gate of Benjamin (cf. Jer. 20:2; 37: 13), and since no 
Corner Gate of the Temple is mentioned. The distance, 400 cubits, 
between the Gate of Ephraim and the Corner Gate is also greater 
than the distance from the Gate of Benjamin to the corner of the 
Temple. Moreover, the king of Israel would not have been likely 
to desecrate the Temple; and if he had been rash enough to do so, 
this fact would have been mentioned by the historian. Consequently, 
we must look for the Gate of Ephraim and the Corner Gate north 
of the west hill, rather than north of the east hill. The Corner Gate 
must have lain somewhere near the modern Jaffa Gate, and the Gate 
of Ephraim midway between it and the west wall of the Temple. In 
that case the west hill of Jerusalem must have been inclosed as early 
as the time of Amaziah; and since no building operations are recorded, 
or are likely, between the time of Solomon and that of Hezekiah, it 
is safe to infer that Solomon's wall included the west hill. 

II Kings 9 .-28 narrates of Ahaziah: "And his servants carried 
him in a chariot to Jerusalem and buried him in his sepulcher with 
his fathers in the City of David." II Kings 14: 20 states of Amaziah: 
"And he was buried at Jerusalem with his fathers in the City of 
David." In these passages the City of David seems to be distin- 
guished from Jerusalem as a part from the whole. 

Isa. 10: 12 speaks of Zion and Jerusalem. Jerusalem, accordingly, 
cannot be identical with Zion or the eastern hill, but must also include 
the western hill. Isi. 10:32 speaks of "the mount of the daughter of 
Zion, the hill of Jerusalem." Here, apparently, the eastern hill is 
described as a part of the city of Jerusalem. Isa. 22:9,10 contrasts 
Jerusalem with the City of David. Isa. 30:19 speaks of the people 
that dwell "in Zion in Jerusalem." If the text be correct, this indi- 
cates that Zion was a quarter of Jerusalem; and even if the reading 
"Zion and Jerusalem" be adopted, a distinction is still made between 
the two names. 
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Jer. 51:35 reads: "The violence done to me and to my flesh be 
upon Babylon, shall the inhabitant of Zion say; and, My blood be 
upon the inhabitants of Chaldea, shall Jerusalem say." Here Zion 
is put in poetic parallelism with Babylon, and Jerusalem with Chaldea. 
We infer from this that Zion bore to Jerusalem the same relation 
of part to whole that Babylon did to Chaldea. The number of 
people carried captive by Nebuchadrezzar (Jer. 52:30) is inconsistent 
with the idea that Jerusalem was limited to the east hill down to the 
time of the exile. Zech. 1 : 14 speaks of Jerusalem and Zion as though 
they were distinct from one another. In Neh. 3:15; 12:37, the 
City of David is clearly not synonymous with Jerusalem, but is 
merely a quarter that is used, like other landmarks, to describe the 
course of the wall. 

Neh. 2:13 states that Nehemiah set out at the Valley Gate and 
rode down toward the Dragon's Well and the Dung Gate and viewed 
the walls of Jerusalem which were broken down. II Chron. 26:9 
states that "Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the Corner Gate, 
and at the Valley Gate, and at the turning of the wall and fortified 
them." The Valley Gate can only be the gate opening into the 
Gai, the Valley of Hinnom. If, as we have seen, the Valley of Hinnom 
must be identified with WMy er-RaMbi, then the Valley Gate must 
have been located somewhere on the western hill. In that case the 
pre-exilic wall of Jerusalem inclosed the west hill. 

Neh. 3:9, 12 speaks of the " ruler of half the district of Jerusalem." 
The division of Jerusalem into two districts suggests that it lay upon 
the western as well as the eastern hill. Isa. 24:23; Zech. 12:10; 
13:1; Joel 2 : 32, distinguish between Jerusalem and Zion or the City 
of David. I Chron. 8:32 and 9:38 describe certain priests as dwell- 
ing " in Jerusalem over against their brethren." Most of the priests 
dwelt in Ophel on the eastern hill, and the description "over against " 
suggests that these other priests were settled on the western hill. 
In II Chron. 28:27 we read: "And Ahaz slept with his fathers, and 
they buried him in the city, even in Jerusalem; for they brought 
him not into the sepulchers of the kings of Israel." Here Jerusalem 
is clearly distinguished from the City of David. Ahaz was not 
buried in the tombs of the kings on the eastern hill, and yet he was 
buried in Jerusalem. II Chron. 33:15 distinguishes between the 
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mount of the house of the Lord and Jerusalem. The same is true 
of I Mace. 10:10 f.; 16:20. Josephus' description of the city of 
Solomon in Ant., viii, 2:1; 6:1; 7:7, indicates his belief that this 
city occupied the west hill as well as the east. Accordingly, there 
appears to be a considerable body of evidence, extending from the 
earliest times down to Josephus, that indicates that the wall of Solomon 
included the western hill. The view of W. Robertson Smith, pre- 
sented by George Adam Smith in Encyclopaedia Biblica, art. " Jeru- 
salem," that Jerusalem was limited to the eastern hill down to the 
time of the Hasmoneans, is accordingly to be rejected as untenable. 

In regard to the course of Solomon's wall we are dependent upon 
Josephus' account of the inner wall in his own day. This is described 
in Wars, v, 4: 2, as follows: 

Now that wall began on the north at the tower called Hippicus, and extended 
as far as the Xystus, as it was called; then, joining the Council-House, ended 
at the west cloister of the Temple. On the other side at the west, beginning 
at the same place, it extended through a place called Bethso, to the Gate of 
the Essenes: then, on the south, it made a curve past the fountain of Siloam, 
after which it also bent again on the east at Solomon's Pool, and reached as far 
as a certain place which they called Ophel, where it joined to the eastern 
cloister of the Temple. 

In this description Josephus starts with the tower called Hippicus 
and goes eastward toward the Temple; then he returns to Hippicus 
and goes southward around the west hill toward Siloam. This 
shows that Hippicus stood at the northwest corner of the inner city. 
The same conclusion is necessitated by the description in Wars, 
v, 4:3, 4. These passages lead us to look for Hippicus at a point near 
the Jaffa Gate in the west wall of the present city. Here two valleys 
— one running south, the other running east — meet; and here was the 
natural northwest corner of the ancient city. From Hippicus the 
wall ran eastward to the west cloister of the Temple. It must, there- 
fore, have followed the brow of the hill above the west arm of the 
Tyropoeon. There is general agreement that this first wall on the 
north, which Josephus ascribes to the ancient kings of Judah, is to 
be identified with the wall built by Solomon. The only remains 
that have survived in the heart of the modern city are the Tower of 
Phasaelus, or "Tower of David," and certain rock scarps that underlie 
the foundations of houses south of the modern David Street. From 
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Hippicus the wall also ran southward and turned around the end of 
the western hill. In the grounds of the Protestant Boys' School 
and the Protestant Cemetery south of the present city wall great 
rock-cuttings are still visible, which are recognized by nearly all 




TOWER PHASAELUS, NOW CALLED "TOWER OF DAVID" 

topographers as having formed the foundations of the old south 
city wall. 

At a point east of the Protestant Cemetery two lines of fortifica- 
tion have been traced by Dr, Frederick Bliss, 1 One of these follows 
the eastern slope of the western hill in a northeasterly direction; the 
other runs in a southeasterly direction along the south slope of the 
western hill to the Pool of Siloam. The latter is the course of the 

1 Excavations in Jerusalem. 
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wall described by Josephus; but the inner wall is clearly more ancient, 
since the outer wall must have been built after an increase of popula- 
tion demanded the addition of a greater area to the city. Probably, 
therefore, Solomon's wall followed the inner line around the eastern 
side of the western hill, and then crossed the Tyropoeon near the 
point where it is crossed by the present city wall, thus joining the 
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ROCK SCARP SOUTH OF PROTESTANT SCHOOLS 

western wall of Ophel. The upper level was more defensible, and 
it is not likely that the difficult task of constructing a wall down the 
steep Valley of Hinnom to the mouth of the Tyropoeon would 
have been undertaken until the inclosure of this region was rendered 
necessary by a great increase of population. 

The wall of Solomon cannot have included the Lower Pool of 
Siloam, because, if that had been the case, Hezekiah would not 
have found it necessary to build a new pool higher up to contain the 
water that was brought down through the Siloam tunnel. The upper 
line of wall is also suggested by the statement of II Chron. 26:9 
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that Uzziah built a tower at the turn of the wall. This implies that 
the wall on the western hill did not originally run straight to Siloam, 
as was the case in the time of Josephus, but that it made a bend, 
as the inner wall does, around the southern end of the western hill. 
The fortunes of Judah were at a low ebb during the period between 
Solomon and Hezekiah and no important building operations are 
recorded; consequently we must hold that all the gates mentioned 
during this period were situated in the wall of Solomon. 

1. The Gate of Benjamin. — In II Kings 15:35=11 Chron. 27:3 
it is stated that Jotham rebuilt the Upper Gate of the Temple (cf. 
II Chron. 23 : 20). In Jer. 20: 2 it is stated that Pashhur, the captain 
of the Temple, put Jeremiah into the stocks in the Upper Gate of 
Benjamin in the house of Yahweh. This shows that the Upper 
Gate was identical with the Gate of Benjamin. This gate is again 
mentioned in Jer. 37:13, where we are told: "When he was in the 
Gate of Benjamin, a captain of the ward was there .... and he 
laid hold on Jeremiah the prophet." Jeremiah's home was in Ana- 
thoth, the modern Anata, which lies north of Jerusalem, and his 
most natural way of reaching it would have been through one of the 
northern gates of the city. In Jer. 38:7 we read that the king was 
sitting in the Gate of Benjamin, and Ebedmelech went out of the king's 
house and spoke to the king. This implies that the Gate of Benjamin 
lay near to the Palace. Ezek. 9:2 describes it as "the Upper Gate, 
which lieth toward the north" (cf. 8:3, 14). Zech. 14:10 says: 
"Jerusalem shall be lifted up, and shall dwell in her place from 
Benjamin's Gate unto the place of the First Gate, unto the Corner 
Gate." This implies that the Gate of Benjamin lay on the opposite 
side of the city from the Corner Gate. The Corner Gate, as we shall 
see presently, was situated near the modern Jaffa Gate. From 
these passages it is clear that the Gate of Benjamin lay in the north 
wall of the Temple inclosure, which was at the same time the north 
wall of Solomon's city. 

2. The Gate of Ephraim. — In II Kings 14:13=11 Chron. 25:23 
we are told that Jehoash, king of Israel, after his successful war with 
Amaziah, king of Judah, "broke down the wall of Jerusalem from 
the Gate of Ephraim to the Corner Gate four hundred cubits." 
Since Jehoash came from the north, and since the city was most 
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accessible on its northern side, we must infer that the Gate of Ephraim 
lay in the north wall. This is also implied in the name; the Gate 
of Ephraim can only mean the gate through which one passes to 
go to the land of Ephraim. As we have just seen, the gate north of 
the Temple was known as the Upper Gate, or Gate of Benjamin, 
and no corner gate of the Temple is ever mentioned; consequently, 
we must assume that the Gate of Ephraim and the Corner Gate 
both lay in the wall north of the western hill. 

This gate is mentioned in Neh. 8:16, where we read of "the 
broad place of the Gate of Ephraim;" and in Neh. 12:39, where 
it is stated that the second company of Levites went from the Broad 
Wall past the Gate of Ephraim and over the Old Gate. This state- 
ment is often interpreted as indicating that the Gate of Ephraim lay 
in the west wall, so that it still remained one of the city gates after 
the second wall on the north had been built; but the passage does not 
state that the Levites passed over the Gate of Ephraim, as our English 
version suggests. The Hebrew word is b?7J, which means "over 
against." The same expression is used of the passing of the House 
of David by the Levites in Neh. 12:37. All that this passage indi- 
cates, accordingly, is that the Levites, going along the west wall of 
the city, and then along the second wall on the north, passed by the 
old Gate of Ephraim, which was on their right in the heart of the city. 

3. The Corner Gate. — The Corner Gate is mentioned in the same 
passage with the Gate of Ephraim (II Kings 14: 13 =11 Chron. 25 : 23), 
where it is stated that "Jehoash broke down the wall of Jerusalem 
from the Gate of Ephraim to the Corner Gate four hundred cubits." 
In II Chron. 26:9 it is stated; "Moreover Uzziah built towers in 
Jerusalem at the Corner Gate, and at the Valley Gate and at the 
turning of the wall." The name "Corner Gate" indicates that 
it stood at a corner of the ancient city. Since there was no corner 
gate of the Temple, and since the Gate of Ephraim must be sought 
in the north wall, the Corner Gate can be located only at the north- 
west corner of the old city — that is, substantially on the site of the 
modern Jaffa Gate. In Jer. 31:38 it is predicted: "Behold the 
days come, saith the Lord, that the city shall be built to the Lord 
from the Tower of Hananel unto the Gate of the Corner." The 
Tower of Hananel stood at the northeast corner of the new city, and 
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the Corner Gate is mentioned as lying opposite to it at the northwest 
corner. 

4. The Valley Gate. — The Valley Gate is mentioned in II Chron. 
26:9, where we are told that "Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at 
the Corner Gate and at the Valley Gate, and at the turning of the 
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REMAINS OF THE VALLEY GATE 

wall." Since the Corner Gate lay at the northwest corner of the 
city of Solomon, the Valley Gate must have lain south of this in the 
west or south wall. The name " Valley Gate " indicates that it opened 
upon the gai y or Valley of Hinnom. Hinnom as we have seen, cannot 
be identified with either the W&dy Sitti Maryam or El-W&d, but can 
be identified only with W&dy er-Rab&bi, the valley on the west side 
of the city. At the point where the W&dy er-Rab&bi changes its 
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course from a southerly to an easterly direction, Dr. Frederick Bliss 
discovered, on the southwest slope of the western hill, the remains of 
an ancient gate. This is probably to be identified with the Valley 
Gate of the Old Testament. It lay at the junction of the inner wall 
on the south side of the western hill with the outer wall; and, conse- 
quently, it was a gate both of the old inner city and of the later outer 
city that was formed by the addition of the second wall on the south. 
This agrees with the fact that we meet this gate, not only in the 
fortifications of Uzziah, but also in those of Nehemiah. In Neh. 
2:13-15 the governor sets out from the Valley Gate to inspect the 
ruined walls of Jerusalem: 

And I went out by night by the Valley Gate, even toward the Dragon's Well, 
and to the Dung Gate, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken 
down, and the gates thereof were consumed with fire. Then I went on to the 
Fountain Gate and to the King's Pool: but there was no place for the beast 
that was under me to pass. Then went I up in the night by the Brook, and 
viewed the wall; and I turned back, and entered the Valley- Gate, and so returned. 

From this it appears that Nehemiah started at the Valley Gate, rode 
down to Siloam, up the Kidron Valley and then around the north 
wall back to the Valley Gate. All this agrees with the view that 
the Valley Gate was situated at the southwest corner of the city. 
According to Neh. 3:13, the Valley Gate lay between the Furnace 
Tower, which is probably to be identified with Maudslay's scarp near 
the southwest corner of the modern city, and the Pool of Siloam. 

The view of Schick, 2 that the Valley Gate is to be identified with 
the modern Jaffa Gate, is impossible, because in II Chron. 26:9 
the Valley Gate is distinguished from the Corner Gate which must 
have stood where the Jaffa Gate now stands, and because the identi- 
fication of the Valley Gate with the Jaffa Gate will compel us to put 
the Old Gate of Neh. 12 : 39 in the new north wall of the city, whereas 
its name indicates that it must have lain in the old wall. Moreover, 
this leaves too great a distance between the Valley Gate and the Dung 
Gate, which lay at the southern extremity of the city. According 
to Neh. 3:13, it was 1,000 cubits from the Valley Gate; this corres- 
ponds with the location of the Valley Gate at the southwest corner 
of the city, but not with its location at the northwest Corner. 

a Zeitschrift des Dentschen Palastina-Vereins, Vol. XIII, pp. 31 ff. 
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5. The Turning 0} the Wall. — II Chron. 26:9 mentions the Turn- 
ing of the Wall in immediate connection with the Corner Gate. The 
name implies that there was a marked change in the course of the 
wall at this point. It may naturally be identified with the bend 
of the inner wall discovered by Bliss on the eastern side of the west- 
ern hill. The fact that it is not mentioned in any of the later de- 
scriptions of the wall also indicates that it lay inside of the second 




Photograph by L. B. Paton 

ROCK SCARP MARKING TURNING OF INNER WALL 

line of fortifications that ran from the Valley Gate to the Pool of 
Siloam. 

6. The Horse Gate. — II Kings 11: 16 =11 Chron. 23:15, in des- 
cribing the downfall of Athaliah, states: "And she went by the way 
of the horses' entry to the king's house." This shows that the Horse 
Gate was one of the exits from the Palace, which lay on Ophel south 
of the Temple. It cannot have been the gate leading from the Palace 
into the Temple, since Athaliah was seeking to escape from the 
Temple. It must then have been one of the gates in the outer wall of 
the city; and since the eastern wall was the only one near to the palace, 
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it must have been in the eastern wall. Jer. 31:40 necessitates the 
same view: "And the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the 
ashes, and all the fields unto the brook Kidron, unto the corner of 
the Horse Gate toward the east, shall be holy unto the Lord. " Here 
it is distinctly stated that the corner of the Horse Gate was eastward. 
Neh. 3 : 28 describes the Horse Gate as lying on Ophel opposite to the 
temple. It was repaired by the priests who dwelt in Ophel. Josephus 
(Ant., ix, 7:3) describes this gate as opening upon the Valley of 
Kidron. Accordingly, it is evident that the Horse Gate is to be placed 
in the east wall near the southeast corner of the modern city. 



